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DELAWARE SOYBEAN BOARD FUNDS FIVE RESEARCH PROJECTS

(Harrington, Delaware) – Directors of the Delaware Soybean Board has voted to support five soybean research projects worth a total of $27,647.

The board directs the activities of the national soybean checkoff program within the state of Delaware, funding research, marketing and education projects. The checkoff program is funded by farmers, who pay one-half of one percent of the net market value of their beans at the first point of sale.

Joanne Whalen, entomologist with the University of Delaware, will be examining two methods of control of Dectes stem borer – insecticides and variety selection - in two separate projects for the board. Populations of the insect pest have been increasing statewide over the past few years. Dectes stem borer can cause as much as 10 to 30 percent yield loss.

Schillinger Genetics of Queenstown, Md., has discovered new genetic systems within soybeans that may reduce trypsin inhibitors, which are anti-nutritional enzymes that inhibit protein digestibility in animals. Trypsin-free soy would significantly reduce processing cost and result in a higher quality soybean meal. The company will focus on imparting these genetic systems into soybeans that are adapted to Delmarva.
Mark VanGessel will be comparing herbicide-resistant soybeans for no-till weed management systems in Delaware. He’ll be evaluating Roundup Ready, sulfonylurea tolerant (STS) and glufosinate-resistant (Liberty Link) soybeans for effectiveness, adaptability to Delaware-specific needs, and cost.

Carl German and Ulrich C. “Dr. T” Toensmeyer, both of the University of Delaware, will work on a project to improve grain and oilseed marketing decisions using basis history. Their project will update the Northern and Southern Eastern Shore historical basis record for grain and oilseeds, update basis tables for the past three marketing years, and graphically illustrate these updates. Basis is a figure used by grain buyers and sellers to localize a futures price and reach other marketing decisions.
The Delaware Soybean Board requests research proposals once a year. A research priority list and application information may be found on the board’s website: www.desoybeans.org.
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